
City of Oregon Planning Commission Agenda 
Tuesday September 17th, 2024, 5:30 P.M. 

City Hall 115 N. 3rd Street 
 

Option to Join Zoom Meeting  
Meeting ID: 827 6519 5911  

Passcode: 473357  
One tap mobile  
+13126266799  

 
 

Consideration and possible action 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Approve August 20th, 2024, Minutes 
 
2. Set date of October 15th, 2024 for Public Hearing regarding a Variance Request of the 

sign ordinance submitted by Lou Vanderwyst – Conover Square Mall – 201 N 3rd Street, 
Oregon, IL 61061 Parcel #16-03-176-009 
 

3. Review and Recommend Changes to Oregon Brush Collection Program 
 

4. Other business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Members 
Mark Herman - Chairman 

Roger Cain, Randy Cropp, Jeff Hallock,  
Liz Hiemstra, Rick Ryland, and Karly Spell 



City of Oregon Planning Commission Meeting  

The Planning Commission met Tuesday August 20th, 2024, at 5:30 pm. 

Members Present: Roger Cain, Randy Cropp, Jeff Hallock, Liz Hiemstra, Mark Herman, Rick 
Ryland, and Karly Spell. 
Also, Present: City Manager Darin DeHaan, City Clerk Cheryl Hilton, and Mayor Ken 
Williams. 
 
Chairman Mark Herman called the meeting to order. 
 
Mark Herman opened the public hearing for a Special Use request for a Short-Term Rental – 
Cornerstone Construction – 114 River Road, Oregon – Parcel #16-03-251-001 at 5:30 pm. He 
asked City Clerk Cheryl Hilton if all notice requirements were met. Certified letters were mailed, 
and a public notice was published in the newspaper. 
 
Brian Wynn spoke about the short-term rental being operated on River Road. He said their goal 
is to develop the property and eventually add a couple of cabins. Roger Cain said the issue is the 
timing of the events. He said the application for a short-term rental was filed late and building 
permits were not applied for when construction began on the property a year ago. Liz Hiemstra 
said the short-term rental listing is still active on Airbnb even though the city was told it would 
be made inactive. She also stated the permitting process is there for public safety. Brian Wynn 
stated he was unaware and thought the listing had been removed. He said his partner is in control 
of the listing. City Manager Darin DeHaan stated the city has been very diplomatic and is trying 
to work with Brian. Fines will be assessed based on rental occurrences that happened without the 
proper license and building permits. Building Inspector Casper Manheim has not issued the 
location an occupancy permit. He has spoken with Chief of Police Matt Kalnins, and he has the 
authority to evacuate people from the property until the issue is resolved. Rick Ryland stated 
seven other short-term rental applicants have followed the proper procedure to acquire a license 
to operate. Brian Wynn apologized and asked for an appropriate resolution to the situation. He 
also said Casper Manheim had inspected the property and thought everything looked good. He 
did ask Brian to move a GFI electrical outlet. He said the safety of people renting the location is  
very important to them.  
 
Karly Spell moved to close the public hearing at 5:58 pm, Seconded by Randy Cropp. 
 
Motion carried. No Nays. 
 
Jeff Hallock moved to approve the July 16th, 2024, minutes, Seconded by Randy Cropp. 
 
Motion carried. No Nays. 
 
Liz Hiemstra moved to deny the Special Use request for a Short-Term Rental – Cornerstone 
Construction – 114 River Road, Oregon – Parcel #16-03-251-001 until an agreeable resolution is 
made including a cease-and-desist order, Seconded by Karly Spell. 
 
Motion carried. No Nays. 
 
 



Discussion: City Manager Darin DeHaan said he will begin working on a resolution to present to 
the City Council at their next meeting. The Police Department will also monitor the location for 
occupancy and evacuate people if necessary.  
 
Review Ordinance 2024-013 Pedal Bus License and Operation: City Manager Darin DeHaan 
said a member of the AOP committee wanted to bring a pedal bus to the festival. Byron and 
Winnebago have already created and approved an ordinance regarding pedal buses. The City 
Council discussed the operation of pedal buses at the last council meeting and decided AOP 
could operate one within their event. The owner of the pedal bus has since reached out 
requesting the city to consider creating an ordinance as well. The Planning Commission 
discussed and recommended that alcohol not be allowed on the pedal bus. They also discussed 
adult and kid friendly events and activities, the number of license’s allowed, and the streets the 
pedal bus would be allowed to operate on.  
 
Other business: Roger Cain said the mural at the Village Bakery is outstanding. City Manager 
Darin DeHaan said the City Council has agreed to fund more murals in the future. Mayor Ken 
Williams said the Art Committee reviews all mural requests. 
 
Mayor Ken Williams said the Ogle County Board approved to convert land around the Byron 
Nuclear plant from agricultural to industrial to attract future development. He said people will 
need homes and places to shop. 
 
City Manager Darin DeHaan said a solar company is interested in property to the south of town. 
He said the property could be annexed into city limits. There would be potential for the bike path 
along the river to continue on this property. 
 
Rick Ryland moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:24 pm, Seconded by Liz Hiemstra. 

Motion carried. No Nays. 

Submitted by Cheryl Hilton, City Clerk 
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CITY OF OREGON 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To: Planning Commission 
From: Darin DeHaan, City Manager 
 
Subject: Brush Pick Up 
 
Action Requested:  ☐ Approval ☒ Discussion  ☐ Information Only 
 
Meeting Date: 9/17/2024 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Executive Summary:  
 
Staff has advised me that they are seeing an increase in large tree and bush 
removals that are placed on the terrace for pick up by the City. I feel we need to 
give some clearer guidelines for residents going forward.  
 
Discussion:  
  

Current and suggested guidelines are attached. I’m looking forward to your 
perspective on this program change. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Current Guidelines 
 

• Brush is branches larger than 1 inch in diameter. Branches less than 1 inch are 
considered yard waste (see above). 

• Place brush at the terrace by 7:00 am on the pickup day parallel and as close to the 
curb as possible. Do not put brush in the street. 

• Brush piles are not to exceed 4 feet in height, 4 feet in depth, and 12 feet in length, 
with 1 foot spacing between piles. 

• Do not pile brush under low hanging trees, behind or around utility poles, trees or 
other obstructions, or on top of water valves. The city will not be held responsible 
for damage caused to water lines due to piling brush on top of the water valves. 

• Piles considered yard waste or not stacked properly will not be picked up by the 
City. 
 
 
Suggested Guidelines 
 

• Brush is defined as tree and bush branches that are less than 5” in diameter. The 
Brush Collection Program is not intended to handle branches, logs or tree stumps as 
a result of large-scale tree trimming or removal.  
 

• Place brush on the terrace by 7:00 am on the pickup day parallel and as close to the 
curb as possible. Place unbundled brush parallel or perpendicular to the street in 
neat bundles with all cut ends facing the same direction. Do not put brush in a 
container or in the street.  
 

• We will not pick up logs, wood, root balls, cuttings, or grass clippings. Crews will 
place an orange tag on your door indicating the reason they did not pick up the 
brush, if it is the wrong material or placed at the curb prior to the deadline. 




